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Erewash Voluntary Action Small Grant Scheme 
Funded by Derbyshire County Council 
Application Guidance

The Small Grant Scheme Background
 
Derbyshire County Council’s Public Health teams aim to reduce health inequalities and improve health and wellbeing through prevention, early intervention, and a focus on the wider determinants of health. These include the social, economic, and environmental factors that shape physical and mental wellbeing, such as financial security, housing, education, and social connectedness.

Recognising that each area has its own unique strengths, challenges, and priorities, public health activity is delivered through locality teams. In every district, Public Health leads local Health and Wellbeing Partnerships, bringing together local authorities, health services, and voluntary and community sector organisations to identify shared priorities and coordinate collaborative action.

The Erewash Health & Wellbeing Partnership has identified five strategic priorities which are:
· Healthier Lives: Helping everyone live and age well - encouraging healthy habits and being physically active.
· Safe Strong & Connected Communities: Making our neighbourhoods safer, bringing people together, raising community voices and helping everyone feel less isolated.
· Better Mental Health & Emotional Wellbeing: Focusing on prevention, early support, and making it easy for people to get help when they need it.
· Fair Opportunities and Inclusive Growth: Financial inclusion (money matters) and opening-up ways for people to learn, train, and find work.
· Joined Up support Services: Getting organisations to work better together, signposting and supporting people to further help so people get the right support at the right time. 

These are informed by local evidence and community feedback about what matters most to residents. This grant programme supports projects and activities that align with these agreed priorities while also strengthening community capacity and helping to build resilient, connected, and cohesive communities.

Guidance Notes for Applicants

Before you complete your application form, please take the time to read these guidance notes carefully. They are designed to help you to provide us with the information we need to assess your application. 
Funding is available through two grant pots. Applicants may apply for up to £1,500 from the Small Grants Fund. Where a project demonstrates a clear focus on social connection and/or reducing isolation, applications may be considered for combined funding of up to £3,000 in total (£1,500 from each fund). If the grant is awarded through Social Connect Funding, your monitoring form will need to be submitted to us no later than 1st March 2027.
If you have difficulty in understanding or completing the application form, please contact the EVA Community Development Team on 0115 9466740 as they would be happy to support you.
Who can apply? 
Applications can be made by any of the following groups:
· Voluntary or community group with a constitution
· Registered charity or CIO
· CIC or other social enterprise
· Other not for profit organisations i.e. un-constituted groups, social groups, casual meetups. (Where any money raised is for the benefit of its members or community, not an individual.)

Statutory organisations are not eligible to apply to this grant scheme including Parish Councils.
It is important that you read and understand this section, as it is a condition of any application that you accept the following:

· All decisions of the Erewash Small Grant Panel are final.
· When an awarded grant expires, there is no commitment to provide any further funding for the project.
· If necessary, we may seek additional information to check your organisation and your application.
· Any attempt to influence the outcome of an application by lobbying an Erewash Small Grant Panel member may result in your application being disqualified.
· We may use the name of your group or organisation and details from your monitoring form as well as your case study in our own publicity or reporting to the grant scheme funders.
· A monitoring form will be required to identify how the grant has been spent and the impact achieved.
· Community Interest Companies (CIC) are not for profit organisations with the capacity to generate income via selling services/training/resources to become sustainable. Ideally, CIC’s do not rely on external funding. 
To be eligible to apply, CIC’s must:
· Be legally set up as a CIC on Companies House. Your CIC 36 Declaration on Formation document must be provided as evidence as well as your Memorandum of Understanding.
· The operation must have a board that includes at least 3 directors. The directors must not be related or partners living at the same address.  
· The Social Connect Service Level Agreement (SLA) has a requirement that all staff and volunteers must have completed (or registered to complete) Mental Health Awareness Training or Mental Health First Aid Training. Please contact Isabelle Grainger at isabelle@erewashcvs.org.uk for more information on upcoming courses. 



APPLICATION FORM GUIDANCE NOTES

1. Organisation/Group Details

Please complete all questions in Section 1 relating to your organisation/group details. Remember to answer all questions.
If your group or organisation is affiliated with a national or parent organisation, please provide its name.
Groups and organisations that are linked to a larger body (for example, a national society or charity) may still apply if they operate independently and can make their own decisions about activities and finances.
If your group or organisation is not independent, you must obtain written permission and a letter of support from your parent organisation before applying.

2. About your Work
Please answer all questions within Section 2.

3. About your Project
Your project does not need to address all the five priorities. Please select the priority (or priorities) that best match the outcomes your project aims to achieve.
Healthier Lives: Helping people of all ages to live healthier, more independent lives by encouraging healthy habits, physical activity, and activities that support physical wellbeing and healthy ageing.
Safe, Strong and Connected Communities: Supporting safer, more resilient neighbourhoods by bringing people together, strengthening community connections, raising local voices, and reducing loneliness and social isolation.
Better Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing: Improving mental health and emotional wellbeing through prevention, early support, peer support, and activities that help people access appropriate help when they need it.
Fair Opportunities and Inclusive Growth: Helping people improve their financial wellbeing and access opportunities to learn new skills, undertake training, gain confidence, volunteer, or move closer to employment.
Joined-Up Support Services: Encouraging organisations and community groups to work together, share information, and provide effective signposting and referrals so that people can access the right support at the right time.

If your project involves working with children and young people, we will need to see a copy of your 
· Child Protection Safeguarding policy.

If your project involves working with vulnerable adults, we will need to see a copy of your 
· Safeguarding Adults policy.

Please tell us about your organisation/group – include information on staff and volunteers, how long you have been running, your reach of people, your aims, etc. 
How do you know there is a need for your project? Explain what it will do and what it will achieve. 
(e.g. We run a senior citizens club, which provides activities to create social connection, which tackles loneliness and isolation). 

Have you done a consultation/needs analysis or used public data, such as (IMD) Indices of Multiple Deprivation?   
 
Explain how it links to the priority theme or themes that you have selected. This is important as it will help inform the panel how your project will contribute and make a difference.

Explain how people taking part in your project will benefit. Describe the difference the project will make to participants and the outcomes you expect to achieve. For example, this could include improved physical or mental wellbeing, reduced loneliness or social isolation, increased confidence, new skills, stronger community connections, or better access to support and services.

How many Erewash residents will benefit from your project? Please provide an approximate figure, if not known.

4. Location
Which areas in Erewash will benefit from your project.

5. Project Budget
Provide a detailed breakdown of the funding you require. 
Do not guess what things cost, obtain quotes, or check prices with suppliers before drawing up your budget. Guesswork could lead to you not having enough money to run your project properly. 
We recommend you go with the quote which offers best value for money for what you need. This is not always the cheapest. 
State clearly the project costs you are seeking e.g. state the number of weeks, be clear on the hours for an activity instructor.



Eligible Items include:

The Erewash Small Grant Scheme and Social Connect funding is designed to support as many items of expenditure as possible to support applications that are made for funding. There is not an exhaustive list of eligible items, however the following are an indication of the types of eligible items:

· Instructor’s fees for an activity or guest speakers
· Facility Hire
· Marketing and promotions
· Equipment Hire/purchase
· Training fees
· Volunteer expenses 

Please Note: This funding is not designed to fund revenue or large capital projects such as bridging staff salaries or large building projects. 

Additional Funding & Sustainability:

If your project costs exceed £1,500, please provide details of any other funding you have applied for to support your project. You will need to provide the name of the funding body you have applied to, when you applied, how much you have requested, whether you have been successful and how much has been awarded or if you are pending a decision.
If your project is dependent on match funding and you are awarded an Erewash Small Grant and/or Social Connect grant, this will only be in principle until your match funding has been approved.
Tell us how you will fund the project in the future once the grant money has been spent and how you see that the project will be sustained. e.g. signposting participants, upskilling volunteers, continuation beyond the end of the project, additional funding.
You will need a Bank or Building Society in the name of your group or organisation to be eligible, alternatively Erewash Voluntary Action could be a proxy for an un-constituted or small group to apply for a grant.
At least two members of your group must be on the bank mandate.
Please remember to tick the box relating to Mental Health Training. 











Monitoring Report

If your application is successful, a monitoring report will be requested from you after the close of your project or after 12 months (whichever is sooner) to show how the grant has been spent and the project impact.

Please note: If you are funded by the Social Connect fund, your monitoring report will need to be submitted by the end of March 2027. 

· Use of Funding
How the grant was spent in line with your application. 
· Project Delivery
Number of sessions delivered and overall attendance. 
· Reach and Participation
Number of individuals supported, including priority groups (e.g. age, gender, ethnicity). 
· Outcomes and Impact on Participants
Evidence of improved wellbeing, mental health, and social connection. 
· Wider Impact and Progression
Signposting to other services and volunteer involvement/recruitment. 
· Impact on Your Organisation
How the project has benefited or developed your organisation. 
· Supporting Evidence
Case study, photos (with permission), and any other evidence demonstrating impact.

Signing the Application Form
Data Protection
All personal information provided will be held and treated in confidence in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018. 
It will only be used for the purpose for which it is given. 
Your personal details will be kept securely and for as long as deemed necessary.
The application form must be signed and dated by the applicant. In addition, it also needs to be signed by a member of your group or organisation committee.

Hand or electronic signatures are required.









Document checklist and submission

Before submitting your application, please go through the checklist on the last page of the application form and ensure that you have all the supporting documents and policies required. Make sure that you have answered all the questions and provided the information requested.  

There are no deadlines for Erewash Small Grants applications, submit at any time. However, the deadline for Social Connect applications is 1st December 2026. 

Your application will be assessed by the Erewash Small Grant Panel which meets every 2-months, and you should hear the decision within a few weeks. If you are unsuccessful, the Grant Panel will provide you with reasons for this decision. An unsuccessful application is no barrier from reapplying later for a different project.
Groups can apply once every 12 months, but not for the same project. For more information on this, please contact Erewash Voluntary Action’s Community Development Team. 
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